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I am a specialist.

expose detail   ➺   explore

(inspire me)





It has become
extremely hard and costly
to pinpoint and understand

what we already know.  

Attwood et al. Biochem J. 424:317 (2009).



Good figures can
encapsulate entire fields

of cancer research
without the need for

 extensive explanations.

—Nature Reviews Cancer

http://www.nature.com/nrc/calendars/2013



Fig 2 from Abdollahi, A. et al (2007) PNAS 104:12890-12895.



Taylor, BS et al. Nature Rev. Cancer 11, 541–557 (2011).
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translocation



Imielinski M et al. (2012) Cell 150:1107-1120.

Rearrangement signatures of adenocarcinoma
(24/183 shown)



Venter JC et al. (2001) Science 291:1304-1351.
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Patel JP et al (2012) N Engl J Med 366: 1079-1089.



Patel JP et al (2012) N Engl J Med 366: 1079-1089.



I am a science enthusiast.

provide context   ➺   integrate

(inform me)







What does a genome look like?







I am a layperson.

capture essence   ➺   narrate

(delight me)





http://onezoom.org

















Specialists commonly
overrate their ability

to create and interpret
scientific figures.



Our eye can be easily fooled.

(and we don’t even know it)
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...eight voiced considerable contempt
for the [icon] display.

Elting et al. (1999) BMJ 316.



glucose metabolism

LOW HIGH

cellphone off cellphone on

Cell Phones and the Brain

.

Volkov et al (2011) JAMA 305(8): 808–813.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks&id=21343580
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks&id=21343580
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http://blogs.nature.com/methagora/2013/07/data-visualization-points-of-view.html

How to get started in visualization?
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